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Diet at Home, ALE {broad, are two 
of the greateſt B 

ple; and theſe have rtmarkably diſtinguiſh'd 
the Tear of Tour Lordſbip's Magiftracy : which, as it 
hath been a continu'd Scene of Victories and Succeſſes, 
ſo it began, and ended, without any of thoſe unnatural 
ſtruggles for the Chair, which have ſo long and often 
diſtarÞd the Peace of thu City. That thoſe Paſſions, 
which ſeem now to be ſomewhat calm'd, may be intire- 
ly laid aſleep, and never more awaken'd; that the City 


may flouriſh in Trade, and Wealth, aud all manner of 


outward Advantages ; particularly, that it may wee 
ver want ſuch Magiſtrates to guide and govern it, as 
Tour Lordſhip, and Tour Worthy Succeſſor, is the fin- 
eere Wiſh, and hearty Prayer of, | 


Mr. Loxp, 
Your moſt Obedient 
Humble Servant, 


Fr. Atterbury. 
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JOB MH. Ver. 1s. . 


I put on Righteouſneſs, aud it clath'd me; my Jadg- 
ment was d a Robe and a Diadem. 


J 0 Bs Reflections on.the Flouriſhing Eſtate, be had once 


enjoy'd, did at the ſame time afflict, and encourage him, 
Doubtlefs, it increas'd the Smart of his preſent Sufferings, 

to compare them with his former Happineſs: and yet a re- 
membrance of the goad Uſe he had made of Proſperity, con- 
tributed to ſupport his Mind under the heavy weight of Ad- 
verſity which then lay upon him. He had been a Perſon, nor 
only of great Opulence, but Authority; a Chief Magiſtrate 
in the Place where he dwelt; as appears from ſeveral Paſſa- 
ges in the Book which bears his Name: And he had (it ſeems} 
executed that high Office juſtly, and honourably ; with great 
Satisfaction to himſelf, and with the Univerſal Applauſe of his 
Country. To this Conſideration, therefore, he retreats in the 
midſt of all his Preſſures, with comfort and confidence; in 
this Thought, notwithſtanding the ſad Afflictions, with which 
he was overwhelm*d, he mightily exults and triumphs. For 
hear how he expreſſes himſelf on this occaſion, in the Verſes 
next to that of the Text: I delirered the Poor that cry d, ſays 
he, the Fatherle(s, and him that had none to belp bim. The 
Bliſſing of him that was ready to periſh came upon me, and 1 
cauſed the Widows Heart to ſing for oy. I was Eyes to the 
Blind, and Feet was I to the Lame; I was 4 Father to the 
Poor, and the Cauſe, which 1 knew not, I ſearched out: and [I 
rale the Faws of the Wicked, end pluck'd the Spoil out of bus 
Teeth, One would imagine theſe to be the Expreſſions of a 
Man bleſs'd with Eaſe, and Affluence, and Power; not of one, 
who had been juſt ſtripp'd of all thoſe Advantages, and 
plung'd in the deepeſt Miſeries, and was now ſitting Naked, 
upon a Dunghil! But the Spirit of a Man will [uſt ain bs 
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Infirmities ; the Conſciouſneſs of Integrity, the Senſe of a Life 
ſpent in doing good, will enable a Man to bear up under any 
change of Circumſtances; and, whatever his Outward Con- 
dition may be, is ſuch an Inward Spring of Contentment 
and. Pleaſure as cannot fail. This was that, which not only 
arm'd the Mind of Fob with Firmneſs and Fortitude, but filPd 
it alſo with thoſe pleaſing Reflections which the words, I 
read to you, contain. Therein he particularly mentions, and 
values himſelf upon the Compaſſion, and Readineſs, and Zeal, 
with which he had apply'd himſelf to reliev'd the injur'd and 
afflicted; the Impartiality he had obſerv'd, the great Dili- 
gence he had us d, and the fearleſs Courage he had ſhewn in 
the Adminiſtration of Juſtice: He adds alſo in the words of 
the Text, I put on Righteonſneſs, and it cloth'd me; my Judg- 
ment was as a Robe and a Diadem: That is, My chief Delight, 
my greateſt Honour and Happineſs, lay in this diſcharging 
the Duties of my Station; ſo that, in Compariſon of it, I 
under valu'd all the Enſigus of Authority which belong d to 
me, all the Pomp and Splendor of Life, with which I was 
ſurrounded. | 

The Words, therefore, will afford us a proper Occaſion of 
conſidering, | 

I. Fir. What a Publick Bleſſing a good Magiſtrate is: 
for it is on this Suppoſition that the Reflections, which Job 
here makes to his own Comfort and Advantage, are built. 

II. Secondly, The Regard that is juſtly paid the Magiſtrate 
on this Account, in thoſe Outward Marks of Diſtinction and 
Honour with which he is attended. Theſe have their Uſes, 
with reſpect both to Him, and to the Community over which 
He preſides. However, he muſt remember always, in the 

III. Third place, That the chief Honour of the Magiſtrate 
conlifts in maintaining the Dignity of his Character by ſuit- 
able Actions, and in diſcharging the high Fruſt that is re- 
pos'd in him, with Integrity, Wiſdom, and Courage. Then 
doth he appear moſt Venerable, and every way moſt Valuable, 
when, with upright ob , he can truly ſay, I put on Kighte- 
ouſneſs, and it clatl/d me; my Judgment was-as @ Robe, and 
o Diadem, W, 

c 


Wee l s TIE Et ante 
I, Firſt place, Take Occaſion from hence to conſider, 
What a Publick Bleſſing a good Magiltrate is. The Virtues 
of private Perſons, how bright and exemplary ſoever, ope- 
rate but on Few, on thoſe only who are near enough to ob- 
ſerve, and inclin'd to imitate them; their Sphere of Action is 
narrow, and their Influence confin'd to it. But a juſt and wiſe 
Magiſtrate, is a Bleſſing as extenfive as the Community to 
which he belongs: a ng, which includes all other 
ſings whatſoever, that relates to this Life; ſecures to us the 
Poliedion, and enhanſes the Value of all of them: which ren- 
ders the Condition of the happieſt amonſt Men ſtill more hap- 
py, and the ſtate of the Meanneſt leſs miſerable, than it would 
otherwiſe be; and for the Enjoyment of which no one Man 
can well envy another; becauſe all Men, in their ſeveral 
Ranks, and according to their ſeveral Proportions and De- 
grees, do alike ſhare in it. As the precious (Jintment upon the 
Head, which ran down unto the Reard of Aaron, and went 
down from thence even to the Shirts of bis Clothing : [Pſal. 
I 33:2. | Such, and ſo Univerſal are the Benefits which agoad 
Ruler beſtows; in like manner are they deriv d from Him, the 
Head, and gently diffus d over the whole Body which he go- 
verns, refreſhing every part of it, as they deſcend, fra. the 
Higheſt to the Loweſt. I ſhall not attempt to prove a Point, 
in ut ſelf ſo evident; to Us, eſpecially, of this happy Iſland, 
who have the moſt convincing Argument for it, our own Ex- 
perience; and are bleſſed with a Reign, the Advantages of 
which are common to Prince and People, to the meaneſt Sub- 


jects, as well as to thoſe of the higheſt Place and Dignity: 


All ſhare in them, and all, therefore, have reaſon to bleſs God 
for them, and for the great Inſtrument of his Goodneſs, ihro 
which he conveys them. | 
However, as manifeſt a Truth as this is, it may deſerve 
ſometimes to be inculcated ; becauſe we are too apt all of us 
to forget it, and ſome Men haye ventur d to eſpouſe ſuch wild 
Opinion as do in effect ſubvert and deny it. ; * 
The Benefits to a juſt and good Government to thoſe who 


are ſo happy as to be under it, like Health to vigorous Bodies, 
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| 65) | 
or Froaful Seaſons in Temperate Ch, ate Tuch 'comthon 
and familiar Bleſſings, that they are ſeldom either vali d, or 
reliſh'd as they ought to be. We ſleep over out Happi- 


neſs, Great as it is, and want to be roug'd into a quick and 


chankful fenſe of it, either by an actual Change of Cir- 
cumſtances, or by a | Compariſon * out Own "Caſe with 
that of other Men. 

Few of us us" Fi how 1 we are jndebivs to 8 
verament it ſelf g becauſe few of us can, or do repreſent 
to our ſelves, in lively colours, how wretched the Con- 
dition i Mankind would and muſt be without it; how 
to Thar we owe; not only the Safety of our Perſons, and 
the Propriety of our Polleſſions, but our Improvement in 
the ſeveral Arts and Advantages of Civil Life, and in all 
Knowledge both of Humane and Divme: even in the 
Knowledge of the Bleſſed Nature, and Will of God himſelf, 
andthe reſt, and of. the beſt ways of ſerving, bonouring, 


and adoring Him. We, who are us d to fee Men acting 


under the awe' of Civil Juſtice, cannot readily conceive, 
hat Wild and Savage Creatures they would be, withokr 
it; and how much bebolden , therefore, we are to that 
Wiſe Contrivance, which makes uſe of our Fear to der 
our other Paſſions and Luſts, as Beaſts and Birds of 

are employ'd to hunt down thoſe of their Kind: The m. 
conveniencies attending all, even the beſt of Governments, 
we quickly ſee, and feel; and are nicely ſenſible of the 
ſhare that we bear in them: And, tho "heſe be little in 
compariſon of thoſe mighty Advantages that redound to 
us from thence, yet we muſe fo much on the one, that we 
are apt to overlook and forget the other. 


Our Ingratitude, in this reſpect, goes farther: * ſome 


there have been, who have diſputed againſt Magiſtracy it 
ſetf, az an Unchriſtian Inſtitution ; or deny'd at teaft, that 
the Power of the Sword could on any Account be law- 
fully exercis'd by the Followers af a meek and fuffering 
FESUS: And this has been maintain'd not only by 
warm Ent buſiaſts, but by cooler and more diſcerning 
Heads, even by ſome of 'thoſe who ſtil'd themſelves Un- 


tarians, 


8 wm”, 


tariant, and would have been thought to reaſon better, 
and ſee farther into the ſenſe of Scripture than any Men. 
Eching, they have given no good proof of either, in af- 
ferring this, Extravint and Pernicious Principle: for which, 
after all, they have no good ground or colour, but a Paſ- 
ſage or two. of Scripture, ' miſerably perverted, in Oppo- 
ſition toa many expreſs Texts, and indeed to the whole 
Tenor of Divine Writ. 2 it is, that They, who 
in matters of Faith reje& the plaineſt Senſe of Scripture, 
becauſe it ſeems to diſagree with what they call Reaſon, 
ſhould in this Caſe rejeQ the plaineſt Reaſon in the World, 
becauſe of a Text or two in. Scripture that may be thought 
to claſh with it. | 

Bur the true Reaſon of their flying to this ſtrange Do- 
Trine was, to be even with the Magiſtrate; who, they 
found, was againſt Them, and they reſolv'd, therefore, at 
any rate, to be againſt Him. However, this Opinion (like 
ſome others that have ſince been taken up by other Se- 
Ctarics) was to laſt no longer than they were undermoſt. 
For fo the Event actually prov'd, in relation to the Ger- 


man Anabaptiſts : who, no ſooner got the Reins into their 


own Hands, than they alter'd their Minds in this point; 
and, tho they held the Power of the Civil Sword to be 
alrogether unlawful, whilſt they were to be govern'd by 
it, yet they eſteem'd it very Lawful, and very Convenient, 
when it came to Their turn to Govern : The Earth now, 
and the fulneſs thereof were the LOR D's, and the Meck 
were 10 inherit it. The Unitarians indeed never had, any 
of them, ſuch an Opportunity of explaining themſelves: 
ſhould they have found one, it is very probable they 
would have made the ſame uſe of it. Let us leave theſe abſurd 
Tenets, when-ever they revive, to be conſuted by that Power 
which they affront, and deny; and ler us proceed to the 

Confideration of what I obferv'd from the Text, in the 
II. Second place, concerning thoſe'outward Marks of Di- 
ſtinction and Splendor, and which are allotted to the Magi- 
ſtrate, and which the Robe and Diadem, expreſly here men- 
tioned by Job, may be (ſuppoſed to comprehend, 1 
: - 


The Practice of all a , and all Countries (whether 
Chriſtian , or Heathen; Polite, or Barbarous ) hath been, 
in this manner, to do Honour to thoſe who are inveſt 
with Publick Authority, The Reaſons are obvious ; 1 ſhall 
mention ſome of them. It was intended, by this means, 


Firſt, To excite the Magiſtrate into a due degree of Vi- 
gilance, and Concern for the Publick Good: That He, 
being conſcious of the true End for wich theſe Encourgements 
were given, might ſtudy by all poſſible ways to deſerve them, 
= to excel the reſt of Mankind as much in Worthy Deeds 
and Achievments, as he outſhines them in all other Advan- 
rages, The Honors, and the Burthens, of great Poſts and 
Employs, as they were joyn'd together at the firſt , ſo were 
they never deſign'd to be ſeparated. The Magiſtrate was 
not made great, in order toaff rd him Opportunities of in- 
dulging himſelf in Sloth , ot Vice, bur in order to inſpire 
him with Reſolutions of living ſuitably to his high Profeſſion 
and Calling; that, whatſoever things are Honeft , what- 
ſoe ver things are Fuſt, whatſoever things are Lovely , what- 
ſoe ver things are of good Report. if there be any Virtue , and 
if there be any Praiſ , he might be induced to think on theſe 
things, | Phil, 4.8. J and to abound in the Practice of 
them. A | 

Second Reaſon of thoſe Marks of State and Dignity, which 
are annex'd to Magiſtracy , is for the Security of the Magi» 
{trate's Peſon, in which the Publick Tranquillity and Safety 


is always involv'd. He, who will faithfully perform his Duty 


in a Station of great Truſt and Power, mult needs incur the 
utter Enmiry of many, and the high Diſpleaſure of more; 
he muſt ſometimes ſtruggle with the Paſſions and Intereſts, 
reſiſt che Applications, and even punith the Vices of Men po- 
rent in the Commonwealth, who will employ their ill- gotten 
Influence towards procuring Impunity , or extorting undue 
Favours, fot themſelves, of their Dependents. He m 
conquer all theſe Difficulties, and remove all theſe Hindrances 
out of the way that leads to Juſtice ; muſt dare even to break 
the Jaws of the Wicked, and to pluck the ſpoil out of bu 714 
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C Job 29. 17: Ji. e. to raviſh the Prey from any mighty Op- 
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preſſor, when he hath ſeiz d, and is juſt ready to devour it. 
He is the Guardian af the Publick Quiet; appointed to re- 
ſtrain Violence, to quell Seditions and Tumults, and to pre- 
ſerve that Order and Peace which preſerves the World. It is 
apparent, on theſe and many other accounts, what Hazards 
a good Magiſtrate runs; and therefore the Retinue of State, 
which belongs to him, is ſych , as may at the ſame time be 
his Ornament, and Defence : the Publick juſtly ſcreening 
him from the Nangers which he is to incur for the ſake of it. 


* | 
| Third plain Reaſon of the Publick Honours done to the 


Magiſtrate is, that he may not only be ſecure ,' but had alſo 


in due Eſtimation and Reverence by all thoſe who are ſubject 


to him. *Tis by Reſpect and Diſtance that Authority in 


upheld *'; and tis by the Outward Marks and Enſigns of Ho- 


nours that Ręſpect is ſecured ; eſpecially from Vulgar Minds, 


which do not enter into the true Ceaſons of Things, bur are 
8 by Appearances, Tis in Civil Government, as in 
the Offices of Religion, which, were they ftripp'd of all the 
External Decencies of Worſhip, would not make à due Im- 
preſſion upon the Minds of thoſe who aſſiſt at them. But 3 
diſcreet Uſe of proper and becoming Ceremonies renders the 
Publick Service of the Church, Solemn, and Affecting; awes 
the Unbeliever, inſpires the Sluggiſh , and inflames even the 
De vout Worſhipper. In like manner the Solemnities that en- 
compaſs the Magiſtrate , add Dignity to all his Actions, and 
Weight to all his Words and Opinions; producing ſuch Et- 
ſects, as Fob, in that Chapter from whence my Text is taken, 
hath thus elegantly deſcrib'd ; When I went out, ſays he, 
to the Gate through the City, when I prepared my Seat in the 
Street ; the Young Men ſaw me and bid themſelves , and the 
Aged aroſe and ftood up : Unto me Men gave ear and waited, 
and hept ſilence at my Counſel ; after my words they (pake 
not again, and my ſpeech dropped upon them; And they Maied 
vr me, as for the Rain, and open d their Mouth wide as for 
e Latter Kain. [ Job 29. 7, 8, 21, 22, 23. ] | 

' Finally , Theſe External Marks of Honour are therefore 
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appropriated to the Magiſtrare , that he may be invited from 


thence to Reverence Himſelf” : that he may be led to remem- 
ber , Whoſe Image and Superſcription he carries ; not only 
That of the Community, over which he preſides, and for 
which be acts, but the Image even of God himſelf, by whom 
the Powers , that be, are ordainfd, and from whom they 
muſt ultimately derive their Authority. The Outward Splen- 
dor of his Office, is the Badge and Token of that Glorious 
and Sacred Character which he inwardly bears: and the One 
of theſe, therefore, ought conſtantly to put him in mind of 
the Other, and excite him to act up to it, throughout the 
whole Courſe of his Adminiſtration. He who thus eſteemg 
and reverences himſelf, will not fail to take the trueſt Methods 
towards procuring Eſteem and Reverence from others; he 
will exerciſe himſelf with Pleaſure, and without Wearynefs, 
in that God-like Employment of doing Good, which is aſ- 
ſign'd him; and by reaſon of which even the Title of God 
is in Scripture beſtow'd on him: He will do nothing that is 
beneath his high Station , nor omit doing any thing which 
becomes it: He will not proſtirute his Power to mean and 
undue Ends; nor ſtoop to little and low Arts of courting the 
Favour of the People, without doing them real Service : He 
will ſtand his Ground againſt all the Attacks that can be made 


upon his Probity ; no Man's Power ſhall ſcare him from 


doing his Duty , no Man's Imporrunitics ſhall weary him, no 
Man's Flattery ſhall bribe him, no By-views of his own ſhall 
miſlead him: He will arm himſelf perſectly in his Integrity; 
Righteouſneſs ſhall be the Girdle of hu Loyns , and F aithfulneſs 
the Girdle of ba Reins. L El. 11. f. J He will know how to 
prize the Advantages , and to reliſh the Honours which he 
enjoyns ; as they are the Teſtimonies of Publick Eſteem, and 
the Rewards of Merit : but he will not fo far pleaſe himſelf 
with them, as to forget, what I, under my 
III. Third, and Laſt General Head, propos'd to conſider ; 
Thar the chief Honour of the Magiſtrate conſiſts, in main- 
taining the Dignity of bis Character by ſuitable Actions, and 
in diſcharging the high Truſt that is repos'd in him, with In- 
regrity , Wiſdom , and Courage, X 
ome 


a 4... i. min of. 


gan de be IS BY: i FO oo 


e 


2 


2 17 Re 
Come Mayiſtrates ure LP that their Places ſhould 
adorn them; and Some alſb there ars, who ſtudy ro adorn 
their Places, and ro reflect back again the Luſtre they received 
from thence ; ſo that we may apply to them what was ſaid of 
Simon the Son of Oniar, That, ben be put on the Robe 
Honour, aud wat clothed with the perfection of Glory, be made 
the Garment of Holineſs bonow able. [ Ecclus. I. 11. ]] 

To many ſuch Worthy Magiſtrates as theſe , who have 
thus te putably fill'd the Chief Seats of Power in this great 
City I am now addreffing my Diſcourſe :' and whom there- 
fore if I detain with a ſhort account of the preſſing Obligation: 
of this fort which he on the Magiſtrate ; and of the Means of 
diſcharging them; I ſhall nor, I hope, be thought ſo much 
to preſcribe Directions for the future, as to praiſe what 1s al- 
ready paſt; and to give Honour to Thoſe to % Honour 1 
juſtly dus, for their Publick Services. | 

To be very deſirous of a good Name, and careful ro do 
every thing that we innocently and prudently may to obtain 
it, is far from being a Fault, even in Private Perſons, 
that it ĩs their great and indiſpenſable Duty; but Magiſtrates 
and Minifters of Juſtice are in a peculiar manner oblig d to it: 
for they have more Opportunities, than other Men have, of 
purchaſing Publick Eſteem by deſerving well of. Mankind ; 
and ſuch Opportunities always infer Obligations. 


Repetation is the great Engine, by which thoſe, who are 
poſſeſsd of Power, muſt make that Power ſerviceable to the 
Ends and Uſes of Government. The Rods and Axes of 
Princes, and their Deputies, may awe many into Obedience; 
but the Fame of their Goodneſo, and Juſſice, and other Vir- 
tues, will work on more; will make Men not only obedient, 
but willing to obey, and ready to come into every thing that 
is done, or deſigu'd for the Publick Advantage, by thoſe 
who (they are {ansfy'd ) ſincerely mean it. | 

An Eſtabliſh d Caracter ſpreads the Inflience of ſuch as 
move in an high Sphere on all around and beneath them; it 
reaches farther than their own Care and Providence, or that 
of their Inferior Officers can poſſibly do: It acts for __, 

, When 
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| when they themſelves ceaſe to act, and renders their Admi« 

niſtration both Proſperous , and Eaſie. | 45 

- Beſides, the Actions of men in high Stations are all Con- 
ſpicugus ; and liable to be ſcann d, and ſiſted. They can- 
not hide themſelves from the Eyes of the World, as private 
men can: Even thoſe who attend on their State and Dignity, 
and make up their Honourable Train, are, as it were, ſo 
many Spies, plac'd upon them by the Publick, to obſerve 
them nearly, and report their Chatacter. Praiſe, therefore, 
or Blame , being the neceſſary Conſequence of Every thing 
they do, they have more reaſon to a&t always , with an im- 
mediate Regard to the Opinion of the World, than other 
men have; and to reſolve to make all thoſe Actions worth 
of Obſervation , which are ſure to be obſery'd; 

Great Places are never well fill'd but by Great Minds; and 
it 1s as natural to a Great Mind to ſeek Honour by a due dif- 
charge of an high Truſt, as it is to Little Men to make leſs 
Advantages of it. 

On all theſe accounts, Reputation becomes a fignal , a 
very peculiar Bleſſing to Magiſtrates ; and their purſuit of jt 
is not only allowable, but Laudable : fo it be carry'd on by 
Methods which are every way Innocent and Juſtifable , and 
with a View of making a good Uſe of a good Character, 
when eſtabliſh'd : ſo That be not reſted in , as an End, bur 
only employ'd as a Means of doing till farther good, and as 
an Encouragement to proceed in doing it: in a ward, ſo Ho- 


nour be not ſought after by the Violation of Conſcience, or 


ob Praiſe of Men preferr'd , in any reſpe&, to the Praiſe of 
G N a 
Now, tho? all the ſeveral Branches of the Magiſtrate's 
Duty , when faithfully perſorm'd, and all thoſe good Qua- 
likcations of Mind, which enable him to perform it, do, in 
ſome degree , or other, tend to create a Publick Eſteem of 
him; yet there are ſome points of Duty, ſome Qualifica- 
tions, that have a more direct and immediate Influence to 
this purpoſe : and they are ſuch as follow. | 
I., A Good Magiſtrate, who would endear himſelf to 
| :hoſe whom he governs, muſt, above all things, be 2 
W1 
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vith a Publick Spirit, that is , with ſuch an Excellent Tem- 

per of Mind , as fers him looſe from all narrow ſelfiſh Views, 

and makes him bend all his thoughts and endeavours towards . 

promoting the Common Good of the Society which is com- 

mitted to his Care. The Welfare of that is the Chief Point 

which he is to carry always in his Eye, and by which he is to 

govern all his Counſels, Deſigns, and Actions; directing 

his Zeal for, or againſt Perſons, and Things, in 

tion as they do, ot do not interfere with it. To this good 

End he muſt ſacrifice his Time; his Eaſe, and his Private 

Advantages , and think all of them well ſpent in obtaining 

it. Nothing, certainly; can better become a Perſon , in- 

veſted with a Publick Character, than ſuch a Publick Spirit; 

nor is any thing likely to procure him larger Returns of Eſteem 

and Honour : The Common Acknowledgments of the Body 

will at length center in Him, who appears ſincerely to aim 

at the Common Benefit of it. Eſpecially , if to this be added. 


An Impartial Diftribution of Juſtice , without reſpe& of 
Perſons , Intereſts, or Opinions. When Right is to be 
done, the good Magiſtrate will make no diſtinction of Small, 
or Great, Friend, or Enemy, Citizen, or Stranger, for 
the Judgment is God's ; [L Deut. 1. 17. J and he will look 

n himſelf as pronouncing it in his ſtead , and as accoun- 
table at bis. Bar for the Equity of ir. The Scripture forbids 
even the Coumenancing a Poor Man in his Cauſe; [| Exod. 2 1. 
3. ] which is a Popular Way of perverting Juſtice, that ſome 
Men have dealt in; tho, without all that Succeſs, which 
they propos d to themſelves in it. But the truly upright Judge 
will always countenance Right, and diſcountenance Wrong, 
whoevet be the Injurer, or the Sufferer. And he who ſteers 
his Courſe invariably by this Rule, rakes the ſureſt as well as 
the honeſteſt way ro make all Men praiſe him. = 

Courteſie and Condeſcention is another happy Quality, 
which never fails to make its way into the good Opinion,and 
into the very Hearts of thoſe who are under the good Ma- 
giſtrate's Inſpe&ion . when he doth , as it were, leſſen the 
Diſtance which there is between Him and Other Men, * 
| | 1 
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by that means, allay the Envy which always attends an high de 


Station: when he is Eaſie of Acceſs, Aſtable, Patient ro 
hear, and to ſearch out the Cauſe that he knew not: { Job 19. 
16. J when, as a Roman Writer ſpeaks *, not only his 


Door, but his very Countenance is Open to all that have 


any Occaſion to approach him. 

Bounty alſo, and a generous Contempt of that in which 
too many men place their Happineſs, muſt come in to heigh- 
ten his Character. There is ſcarce any Quality more truly 
Popular than this, or more ſuitable to the Public Station, in 


which he ſhines, Ir includes Hoſpitality to the Better ſort, 


and Charity to the Poor ; two Vertues that are never exer-. 
cis d fo gracefully and well, as when they accompany Each 
other. Hoſpirality ſometimes Degenerates into Profuſeneſs, 
and ends in Madneſs and Folly. When it doth fo, it ill de- 
ſerves the Name of a Vertue : even Parſimony it ſelf, which 
firs but ill upon Perſons of a Publick Figure, is yet the more 
pardonable Exceſs of the two. Ir is as little the ſign of a 
Wile, as of a Good man, to ſuffer the, Bounds of Tempe- 
rance to be tranſgreſs'd , in order ro purchaſe the falſe (tho? 
faſhionable ) Repute of a Generous Entertainer. But, in the 
Offices of Charity there is no danger of Exceſs ; the Exer- 
ciſe of them is always well-pleaſing to God, and Honourable 
among Men. He bath diſpers a , ſaith the Pſalmiſt, be hath 


given to the Poor; his Horn ſhall be Exalted with Honour, 


F Pal. 112. 9. | . 

But of all good Qualities, That, which recommends and 
adorns the Magiſtrate moſt , is his Care of Religion; which, 
as it is the moſt valuable thing in the World, ſo it gives the 
trueſt Value to Them, who promote the Eſteem and Practice 
of it, by their Example, Authority , Influence, and Encou- 
ragement : for them that honour me, ſays God, will I ho- 
nour; | 1 Sam. 11. 30.] as on the other hand, they that 
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Cura ut Aditus ad Te Diurni atque Nocturni pateaur, neque Fortbus 


ſelum Edium taarum , ſed etiam Vultu ac Fronte, que eſt animi Janua: 


gue fi ſignificant Voluntatem abditam efſe ac retruſam , parvi refers 
priere Ofinm. Q. Cie, de Petit, Conſ. ad M. Tull, Fratr. 
pie 


— — Province, his moſt Glorious Employment, to give 
- I Countenance to Piety and Vertue , and to rebuke Vice and 


me ſlgl be Abe d This is the | Magiſtrates s 


Prophaneneſs; to put the Laws of Men in Execution againſt 
ſuch as trample on the Laws of God, and to protect Religion, 
and All that belongs to it, from the daring Inſults of thoſe 
who fit in the Seat of the Scorner. And ( give me leave to 
ſay, that) there never was a time, when the Interpoſition 
of the Magiſtrate was more neceſſary to ſecure the Honour of 
Religion, and uphold the Authority of thoſe great Principles 
of it, by which his Own Authority is beſt upheld. For we 
live, in evil Days, when the moſt important and confeſs'd 
Truths, ſuch as by the Wiſeſt and Beſt Men in all Ages 
have been reverd, are by Licentious Tongues que ſtion d, 
argued againſt , and derided ; and theſe things are not only 
whiſper'd in Corners, but proclaim*d upon the Houſe tops; 
own'd and publiſh'd, in Defiance of the Common Percha 
ſion, the Common Reaſon, and the Common Intereſt of 
Mankind, and of all Authority, both Sacred, and Civil. 
Libertiniſm hath erected its Stantard, hath declared War a- 
gainſt Religion, and openly liſted Men of its Side and Party: 
a general Looſneſs of Principles, and Manners , hath ſerzd 
on us like a Peſtilence: 4 PeFtilence that walketh not in 
Darkueſi , but wafteth at noon day ; f Pal. 91. 6. | The 
Contagion of which hath ſpread it felt through all Ranks and 
Degrees of Men; hath infected both the Camp, and the 
Congregation : Who knows , what rhe Zeal and Courage 
oF a good Magiſtrate might do towards ſtopping it? Let 


| Phinehas fand up and execute Fudgment , that ſo this Plague 
may be ſtay d! L Pal. 106. 30. ; 


God hath indeed bleſs'd the Arms of the beft of Queens, 
taken up in Defence of the beſt of Cauſes, with unparallel'd 
Succeſſes abroad: may She be alike Victorious at home over 
Lewdneſs and Infidelity ! over ſuch as reverence not the Al- 
tars of God, and ſcorn thoſe who miniſter at them ! That 
ſo tha Felicities of her Wonderful Reign may be compleat, 
and we may have nothing left to wiſh for on Earth 2 

nti- 


Continuance of it nor have any er to fear fro 
the Ill Influence of our Vices, than we ve now ( God be 


thanked ) from the Attempts of our Enemies. 


Now to God the Father , the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit, be all Praiſe dud Glory aſcribd, from. 
henceforth for evermore. Amen. 'Y 


# 1 NT. 8. 
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Advertiſement from the Author. 


N Monday laſt a Paniphlet was publiſh'd, 
O wherein a very heavy and invidious Charge 
is brought againſt the Doctrine laid down by me 
in a Sermon, preach'd at the Funeral of Mr. Bennet, 
Aug. 30. — , and fince printed. I had thoughts 
of making a ſhort Reply to that Pamphlet, at the 
Cloſe of this Sermon; it being eaſie, in a little 
Compaſs to ſay, whatever is Neceſſary for my Own 
bl. Juſtification : but the Importance of the Argument 

J it ſelf, and the Serious manner in which the Writer 


of that Pamphlet hath handled it, have deter- 
| min'd me to conſider, what he hath offer d, more 
| diſtinctiy and fully.1') FI. 50 | 
; 


